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| inal pledge was intended for preliminary ties will be afforded to outside physicians 
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NATHAN SMITH DAVIS, 3D. 


In the death of Dr. Nathan Smith Davis the medical 


the people. However, it was as a medical teacher that 


instruction. Many years before it was adopted he was 
an advocate of the graded course. 
No other man influenced the medical profession as 
Dr. Davis influenced it. He did not belong to Chicago 
alone, but to the whole country. Here where he lived 
his influence was felt to a greater degree possibly than 
elsewhere, but his was the kind of influence which 
reached out and permeated the profession of the whole 
country, if not of the world; and when the true history 
of medicine in America is written his name will appear 
more prominently than that of any other man. In his 
prime—and he was in his prime for more years than 
most men—he was a power, and usually when he under- 
took to carry out a project he succeeded. But his suc- 
_ cess did not come through coercion, through intimida- 
tion, or through dishonest methods. Success came be- 
cause he was earnest in all that he did, becauso he was 
governed by absolutely unselfish motives, and because 
he was always honest and just. These characteristics 
were recognized even by those who opposed him. So he 
was believed in and was trusted; hence he was a power. 
Dr. Davis was a man of whom it might be said “he 
loved his fellow men,” but he loved his profession best. 
He lived a life of purest simplicity. He never used 


A. M. A. 


tobacco, and his opposition to alcohol in any and every 
form was one of his most noted characteristics; in hie 
death the cause of temperance has lost one of its most 
courageous exponents. 

It is unnecessary to tell about his part in organizing 
the American Medical Association, and what he did for 
it in all the long years he was eo actively working in it. 
The records of the Association, as they appear in the 
annual transactions and in Tun JourxaL, are sufficient 
evidence of the good he did in this regard. The foun- 
dation for the present plan of organization was laid by 
Dr. Davis in the columns of THe JouRNat years ago, 
and the report he made as chairman of the Committee 
on Organization in 1887, contained the fundamental 
principles of the plan on which the profession is to-day 
organized. 

He was a typical representative of the old school 
family physician ; he had the confidence of his patients, 
was loved, honored and respected by them, and withal 
was a welcome friend and counselor in every family in 


which he was known. His was a character to be 


emulated. 
Would that there were more men in our profession 
like him. 
THE INDEX NUMBER. 
We take more than usual pleasure in presenting this 


issue, the index number, for the first wlume of the year 


1904. The issue of an index to such a large amount of 
matter is always accomplished with a feeling of satisfac- 
tion, for many readers of Tue Journal have been kind 
enough to express their high appreciation of this index, 
and have declared that it is valuable to them and con- 
stantly used. 


The index to current medical literature is the same 


valuable feature that it has been in the past. We have 
given the titles of nearly all articles in the medical pub- 
lications of the world. A separate list gives the names 
of the authors of medical articles throughout the world 
for six months. We thus briefly call attention to this 
index for the sake of those who are not yet fully familigr 
with its uses. It is made for use. It will bear study. 
It will aid in the preparation of articles. It will tell 
what articles any physician has written. It will indicate 
a summary of what has been written on any subject. We 
are open to suggestions as to how future issues may be 
made still more valuable. 

As usual, we make a reprint of the index and incor- 
porate in the reprint the titles chat are referred to, and 
which appeared week by week in Taz Journal. These 
titles, with the index to them, present the medical liter- 
ature of the world for the six months just passed in com- 


pact form, for easy and ready reference. The price of 


this reprint is fifty cents. 
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profession has lost a member who always stood for 

the highest and noblest in ethics, in morals and in 

right living. Dr. Davis worked long and earnestly 

for high ideals in medicine, and for the betterment of 

his profession in every way. He represented before 

the people the best and purest in that profession, 

and he always advocated that which he believed to 

be for the welfare of his confréres and for the good of 2 

Dr. Davis was best known, and thousands of men now 

in practice reverence his name because of the influence 

he exerted on them during their student days. He was 

one of the leaders in urging a higher standard of en- 

trance requirements and a more practical method of 
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THE ROLZ OF THE BODY FLUIDS IN PHAGOCYTOSIS. 

That the phagocytes play an important réle in com- 
beating certain infections in man, and certain experi- 
mental infections in laboratory animals, can hardly be 
doubted by those who are familiar with the researches of 
Metehnikoff and his followers. It can be demonstrated 
that the leucocytes, both in the animal body and in test- 


other hand, there were those who went to the other ex- 
treme and held that the phagocytes take up the bacteria 
enly after these have been killed by the body fluids. 


to a change in the white corpuscles or in the 
serum. They found that the washed corpuscles 
from the patients who had been treated with the 
(immunized), and also the washed 
normal person, take up twice as many 
when suspended in the immune patient’s serum than 
when they are suspended in normal human serum. The 


stance is increased when the patient is treated with the 


tested this power of the white corpuscles on staphylo- 
eocei by inoculating the latter into freshly-drawn defi- 
brinated blood or into blood which had been prevented 
addition of sodium citrate. A large 
staphylococci was introduced into the blood. 

after a definite period of time, and the 

in each white corpuscle counted. The 


17 
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i 


killed the organisms by 
the cultures to 65 C. for twenty minutes. After the ad- 


dition of 0.5 lysol the patients were inoculated subcute- 


neously with 0.75 e. e. to 1 ¢.c. of this vaccine. This in- 


oculation was followed by a local reaction and some 
constitutional disturbance, both of which were not at all 


serum, but the effect of the normal and of the immune 
serum is exerted directly on the bacteria, although these 
sera alone are not bactericidal for the -cganisms used in 
the experiments. 

In using this vaccine certain precautions are neces- 
sary. It has been found that the injection of bacterial 
toxin into a pereon or an animal is followed by a short 


— MEDIUAL NEWS. 1689 : 
tube experiments; take up many cocci and becilli and ap white corpuscles of a normal person have a strong phago- 
parently destroy them. It has, however, long been a die- cytic power when they are suspended in the normal 
pated question whether the body fluids take part in this plasma or serum, but do not manifest this power except 
phagocytosia, and, if so, in what way. Some experi- in a very small degree when they are suspended in 
menters have believed that these fluids play no part, be- heated serum or in salt solution. From these observe- 
cause they found, for instance, that there may be phago- tions, Wright and Douglas conclude that the blood fluid 
cytosis of the pyogenie eee, although these organisms plays an important réle in phagocytosis in that it affects 
maltiply rapidly in the cell-free serum and blood plasma __the bacteria in such a way that the phagocytes can more 
of the animals which furnish the phagocytes. On the easily ingest them. They believe that this effect is dpe 

to a special substance in the serum which they term 

„ Gradually these two schools have come closer and closer vaccine. In patients suffering from furunculosis and 
together, and the recent work of Wright, Windsor and sycnsis the opsinic power of the blood is exceptionally 
Douglas hes done much to settle this long-disputed ques. low. Opeonin is an unstable substance, as it deteriorates 
tion of the réle of the body fluids in phagocytosis. rapidly at room temperature. It is destroyed by Daboia 

1 Wright has shown that the phagocytic power of the venom, and the experimenters suggest that this may 
white blood corpuscles from patients suffering from explain why a patient usually gets a generalized infec- 
chronic furunculosis, acne or sycosis is far below that of tion after poisoning by snake venom. They have shown 
the white blood corpuscles of normal individuals. He also that there is no stimulation of the phagocytes by the 

by a period of heightened resistance. If now the system 
is greatly taxed by a localized infection, the injection of — 
a strong dose of vaccine might be followed by a general- 
ized infection and death. The period of decreased re- 
sistance can be reduced to a minimum by starting with 
small doses of the vaccine, but even then it is necessary 
cocci which be had isolated from the boils, do carefully estimate the patient's reserve power of re. 
ments are highly suggestive, although they have not yet 
en § been confirmed by others. 
— — | 
— 
alarming when the first dose did not exceed 0.75 c.c. e 
Six patients were thus treated with three injections, and departments 
all were cured of their furuncles. The phagocytic power of oy ome 3 a 
the white corpuscles after the treatment was found to be CALIFORNIA. 
greater than that of the white corpuscles of normal per- Commencements—The College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
sons, but no destruction of staphylococci by the serum 
alone could be demonstrated. le. from the College of Medicine of the University of Southern 

Wright and Douglas! carried this work farther to de- “slifornia, Los Angeles. 
termine whether the increased phagocytic power is due ef ths the Southern Califorate Awti 
Proceedings of the Baya Society, 1900-4 vol League hes held two public meetings, and ite directors have ad- 
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GENERAL INDEX. 


The general index includes references to all the reading matter that has appeared in the pages of Tun Jounm at. for the 
past six months. Use of the index will be facilitated by bearing in mind that subjects are frequently given under two or 
more headings; for example, brain, cerebral, tumor, etc.; heart and cardiac; cirrhosis, liver, hepatic, ete. Often, too, writers 
treat of the eye, ear, nose and throat under one title. There is no longer a department index such as used to follow the 
general index, but all the “Deaths” are together at the end of the letter “D.” Similarly, all societies are under the heading of 
“Societies” at the end of the letter “S.” All matter pertaining to the American Medical Association is placed together under 
“Association News.” All books are listed under “Book Notices.” The following letters are used to indicate the nature of the mat- 
ter referred to: “E” indicates an editorial. “O” original article, “T” therapeutic item, “MI” an item in the medicolegal depart- 
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